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CESSDA Mission

https://www.cessda.eu/

MISSION

to provide a sustainable research 

infrastructure that enables the research 

community to conduct high-

quality research in the social sciences,

to contribute to effective solutions to the 

major challenges facing society today.

Key tasks:
- Developing standards and best practices

around the management and archiving of social 

science data.

- Facilitating access to important data resources.

- Work done by developing tools, training and 

coordinating network.



CESSDA Digital Tools

https://www.cessda.eu/Tools



CESSDA training

https://www.cessda.eu/Training



National SPs at CESSDA and partners
Member countries

Partners

https://www.cessda.eu/About/Consortium-and-Partners/List-of-Service-Providers



● Founded in 1997 → 26th anniversary 

● Slovenian national research data centre for social sciences

● Member of CESSDA ERIC

● Status of a trust-worthy archive (CoreTrustSeal since 2018)

● involved in EU and national projects

Slovenian Social Science Data Archives (ADP)

90 + depositors

500 + 
reg. users/year

770 + data



Data archive workflow

Source: dag.cessda.eu (in 
publication)



Good to know to be able to avoid 
common and challenging situations 
before publishing your data

Typical questions asked by data archives

Iowa State University Library, DMP Guide.

https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/dmp/writingDMP


Research data is … 

… primary sources that underpin 
scientific research and enable 
derivation of theoretical or applied 
findings.

(Preparing research data for open access : guide for data producers, 2015)

Research Data

http://www.dlib.si/details/URN:NBN:SI:DOC-G0DPXMZ1/?query='keywords%3d%c5%a0tebe,+Bezjak,+Brvar:+research+data.2015'&pageSize=25


Research data and methods in SSH
Social sciences and humanities 

Methods Methods

● Opinion polls 
● Surveys 
● Interviews 
● Mass media, social 

media 
● Laboratory experiments 
● Field experiments 
● Fieldwork notes 
● Demographic records 
● Census records 
● Voting records 
● Economic indicators

● Newspapers 
● Photographs, video material 
● Letters 
● Diaries 
● Literature: books, articles 
● Church records
● Court records 
● Maps 
● Art artefacts 
● Historic artefacts
● …

Sources: 
• Generate your own data 
• Obtain it from other researchers 
• Data repositories 
• Existing records

• Libraries 
• Archives 
• Museums 

Public/corporate/government 
records 



Data types (textual, 
numerical, multimedia, 
structured, software 
code etc.) can be stored 
in various formats. 
- statistical data may be 

stored as SPSS (*.sav) 
or STATA file formats,

- movies as *.mpg or 
*.avi, 

- structured data as 
*.xml or in a relational 
MySQL database 

- textual files as *.docx, 
*.pdf or *.rtf.

Research Data

The size of the files 
matters and so does 
the complexity. 
Managing a relatively 
small and simple 
dataset presents 
different challenges 
from managing large, 
complex data files.

The different stages 
that your data travels 
through (raw, 
cleaned up, 
processed, analysed 
data) involve their 
own data management 
challenges.

Format Size & Complexity Research Phase

CESSDA Training Team (2017 - 2022). CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide. 
Bergen, Norway: CESSDA ERIC. Retrieved from https://dmeg.cessda.eu/



Personal data 

CESSDA Training Team (2017 - 2022). CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide. 
Bergen, Norway: CESSDA ERIC. Retrieved from https://dmeg.cessda.eu/



General Data Protection Regulation (2018)

National legislations

Ethical codes 

Data Protection Officers 

Ethical reviews

Personal data – legal framework in EU

CESSDA Training Team (2017 - 2022). CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide. 
Bergen, Norway: CESSDA ERIC. Retrieved from https://dmeg.cessda.eu/



„The research data lifecycle is a model that 

illustrates the stages of data management 

and describes how data flow through a 

research project from start to finish.“  
(Princeton Research Data Service)

Research Data Lifecycle

https://researchdata.princeton.edu/research-lifecycle-guide/research-lifecycle-guide


… refers to how you handle, organise, and structure your research data 
throughout the research process.

… addresses also your plans for the data after the research is complete.

● It is a "living" document that changes together with the needs of a project and its 
participants.

● It is updated throughout the project to make sure that it tracks such changes over time and 
that it reflects the current state of your project.

● A lot of diversity exists in DMPs because they are always built around the particular needs of 
the data collected within your project. 

Research Data Management



CESSDA DMEG

CESSDA Training Team (2017 - 2022). CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide.
Bergen, Norway: CESSDA ERIC. Retrieved from https://dmeg.cessda.eu/



Data Publication should be considered as a first-class 

research output (Knowledge Exchange, 2013).

For a dataset to »count« as a publication should be:

● Properly documented with metadata,

● Reviewed for quality;

● Searchable and discoverable in catalogues (or 

databases);

● Citable in articles. 

Data publication



Domain-specific trustworthy data repositories 

CESSDA, CLARIN… 

General data repositories

Zenodo

Institutional data repositories 

RUL – Repository of University of Ljubljana

Data publishers



How to CITE this study?

Sedmak, M., Medarić, Z., Kralj, A., Žakelj, T., Lenarčič, B., 
Rameša, M., ... Gornik, B. (2014). Children´s voices, 
2012: Exploring Interethnic Violence and 
Children´s rights in the School Environment [Data 
file]. Ljubljana: University of Ljubljana, Slovenian Social 
Science Data Archives. ADP - IDNo: GLASOT12. 
https://doi.org/10.17898/ADP_GLASOT12_V1

Data publication & Data publishers



cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

Thank you!
arhiv.podatkov@fdv.uni-lj.si



cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

Data discovery
Markus Tuominen, Finnish Social Science Data Archive (FSD)

Licence: CC-BY 4.0

Forum on using and sharing research data about child well-being, December 8, 2023



https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/

Main purpose is to facilitate data discovery and support data reuse

Contains descriptions of more than 37 000 datasets

Social sciences, health sciences and some humanities data such as historical 
data

Metadata provided by CESSDA’s national Service Providers in 16 European 
countries

Comprehensive user guide

Feedback is always appreciated!

o "Send feedback" button is on the bottom right of the page

CESSDA Data Catalogue (CDC)

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/


Free text search

o Searches from all metadata fields but prioritizes some fields for relevance:

 Title, Abstract, Creators and Keywords

o Uses AND operator by default so all search terms need to be found

 More information about different operators can be found in the user 
guide: https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/documentation/advanced-search.html

o Double quotes can be used to find a phrase, e.g. "primary school"

Applied filters will be reflected in the address so the search can be shared or bookmarked

o For example, searching studies that contain "school" OR "class" in any metadata fields, 
have "children" as Topic Classification and were collected between 2019 
and 2023: https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/?q=school%20%7C%20class&classifications.t
erm[0]=children&dataCollectionYear[min]=2019&dataCollectionYear[max]=2023

Finding interesting studies

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/documentation/advanced-search.html
https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/?q=school%20%7C%20class&classifications.term%5b0%5d=children&dataCollectionYear%5bmin%5d=2019&dataCollectionYear%5bmax%5d=2023


Access conditions might vary between service providers, e.g. FSD 
has four access levels while UK Data Service has three

o Level with the most open access allows downloading without registration 
for both of these archives and the same is true for many others

o Filtering search by access condition is not currently available in CDC but 
will hopefully be released during 2024

 Most likely something along Open, Restricted or Unknown

Data might be in the local language only but some archives translate at 
least quantitative data files into English on request, free of charge

Downloading data



Datasets related to Child and Youth Wellbeing

o Main source is CDC but will also have studies from other sources

Early development version: https://coordinate.fsd.tuni.fi/

o Release is in early 2025 under a different domain

Part of COORDINATE project - COhort cOmmunity Research and 
Development Infrastructure Network for Access Throughout Europe

o https://doi.org/10.3030/101008589

Preview of upcoming COORDINATE Portal

https://coordinate.fsd.tuni.fi/
https://doi.org/10.3030/101008589


cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

Thank you!

Questions?



Inge Sieben CESSDA Webinar December 8  2023

Atlas of European Values
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• Dissemination beyond academia

• Making EVS survey data accessible 

to non-specialists 

• Presentation of data in an attractive 

and comprehensible way

• Revealing the unity and diversity in values,

attitudes and opinions in contemporary Europe

• Open Access (www.valuesatlas.eu)

Why an ‘Atlas of European Values’?

http://www.valuesatlas.eu/


31

Atlas of European Values
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• Need for citizenship education

• Interactive tools and teaching materials (co-creation with schools 

in BE, NL, SK, TR) that meet curriculum needs

• Five contemporary themes:

environment, migration, solidarity, tolerance, democracy

The EVALUE Project
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Website: www.atlasofeuropeanvalues.eu
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Next steps

• Follow-up Erasmus+ project on Teaching Controversial Issue

• Infra4NextGen project: development of E-NextGen tool

oBuilding on EVALUE: update and extent

oESS, EVS, GGP, EQLS, ISSP, Eurobarometer data

oFive five key areas: Make it Green; Make it Digital; Make it 

Healthy; Make it Strong; and Make it Equal.
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Thanks for your attention!

Questions or feedback?

Inge Sieben: I.J.P.Sieben@tilburguniversity.edu

mailto:I.J.P.Sieben@tilburguniversity.edu
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Make Your Own Maps



37

University education is more important for boys than girls
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Compare Maps – Young versus Older Europeans
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• Education

• Income

• Age

• Gender

• Urbanization

Respondent Groups in EVALUE

• Religion

• Church attendance

• Marital status

• Migrant status
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Compare Countries

EVS item GDP per capita
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Create Your Own Classroom
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Students Answer Survey Questions



43

Students’ Results Are Known
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Compare Different Classrooms
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And More Comparisons
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Access Materials
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Searching for Teaching Material
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• Curriculum framework

• Instructional videos and manuals

• Background information: reports and visuals

Other Materials



DATA COLLECTION & CHALLENGES IN RESEARCH 
WITH CHILDREN

dr. Mateja SEDMAK
Institute for Social Studies
Science and Research Centre Koper
Slovenia
8th December 2023

ZNANSTVENO-RAZISKOVALNO SREDIŠČE KOPER

CENTRO DI RICERCHE SCIENTIFICHE CAPODISTRIA

SCIENCE AND RESEARCH CENTRE KOPER

Garibaldijeva 1, 6000 Koper, SLOVENIA

T: +386 5 66 37 700; F: +386 5 66 37 710; www.zrs-kp.si

http://www.zrs-kp.si/


INTRODUCTION & AIMS

AIMS
◦ Experiences with data collection 

process in research with children

◦ Challenges in research with 
vulnerable (migrant) children

3 INTERNATIONAL RESEARCHES

1. Migrant Children and Communities in a 
Transforming Europe (2019-2022)

http://www.micreate.eu

Horizont 2020 Research & Innovation Action

2. In whose best interest Exploring 
Unaccompained Minors‘ Rights through the 
Lens of Migration and Asylum Processes 
(2014-2015) 

3. Children‘s Voices: Exploring Interethnic 
Violence and Children‘s rights in the School 
Environment (2011-2012) 

4. GUIDE – Growing Up in Digital Europe (2027 
– 2052); COORDINATE (2021-2025)

http://www.micreate.eu/


MiCREATE project

AIM OF THE MiCREATE PROJECT

Promoting the social integration of different groups 
of migrant children in European countries through a 
child-centred approach to migrant integration at the 
educational and policy levels. 

CHILD-CENTRED APPROACH

◦ To shift the focus from the prevailing adult-centred 
perspective to children’s experiences and to 
consider children as experts of their own lives,
rights holders and meaning makers

◦ Children as relevant social actors and bearers of 
rights

◦ Competent and active agents of their (social) lives

◦ To consider children voices, opinions and 
experiences (in methodology, research, policy etc.)



MiCREATE consortium: 15 academic institutions & NGOs; 

12 EU countries and Turkey; more than 70 researchers

• Znanstvenoraziskovalno-središče Koper, Slovenia
• Manchester Metropolitan University, UK
• Centre national de larecherche scientifique, France
• Mirovni inštitut, Slovenia
• Univerza v Ljubljani, Slovenia
• Syddansk Universitet, Denmark
• Universitat de Barcelona, Spain
• Hellenic Open University, Greece
• Stowarzyszenie Interkulturalni Pl, Poland
• Universität Wien, Austria
• Hope for Children CRC, Policy Centre, Cyprus
• CESIE, Italy
• Udruge centar za mirovne študije, Croatia
• DYPALL NETWORK: Associação para o Desenvolvimento

da Participação Cidadã, Portugal
• Fakulteta za dizajn. Slovenia



RESEARCH

◦ Research activities with migrant and local children (and 
with educational staff) in schools, camps and asylum 
centres in 10 countries, namely Denmark, Spain, United
Kingdom, Austria, Slovenia, Poland, Italy, France, 
Greece, and Turkey.

◦ Mixed methodological approaches: participant
observation, arts-based methods, collection of 
autobiographical life stories/interviews, focus groups, 
and surveys.

◦ More than 6,000 newly arrived and long-term migrant 
children as well as local children were included in 
MiCREATE’s research activities.

◦ also teachers, professionals, policy makers, NGOs etc.



CHALLENGES

1. PREPARATION PHASE

2. IMPLEMENTATION PHASE

3. METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES

4. CRITICAL REFLECTION



1. PREPARATION PHASE
1. ETHICAL PROTOCOL (in each country the research 
was approved by institutional Ethical commission + 
project‘s Ethical board + approved by EC).

2. CONTENT OF ETHICAL PROTOCOL

a) General ethical principles on which the research 
will be based

b) Ethical principles related specifically to the research 
of (migrant) children (vulnerable group)

c) Informed consent for parents/guardians & children
(information letter and informed consent - emphasize 
voluntary participation and the possibility to 
terminate participation at any time in the process, 
information on anonymity, recording, use of data, data 
storage and sharing etc.)

d) Methodology (implementation of the research)

e) Data protection and protection of privacy of 
participants

3. SPECIFIC CHALLENGES

- research in several countries at the same time 
(country specifics)

- cross-cultural adaptation 



1. PREPARATION PHASE 
Research Data Management Plane

1. DATA COLLECTION: 

- purpose of data collection 

- connection of data collection with project 
objectives

IMPORTANT!

Be in touch with National data archive before 
beginning of the research 

2. DATA PROCESSING AND STORAGE:

- type and format of collected data 

- estimated data size - where/how the data will 
be stored 

- reuse of data (personal data, anonymization) 

- for whom the collected data will be useful, etc.



2. IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
- Before the implementation of any research activities: signed Informed consent by children and by 

parents/guardians. 

- Consent letter should be written in a simple way; ensuring that children truly understand the content of the 
consent, the purpose of the research and the consequences of participating. 

- Time is crucial – „take your time“. Follow the rhythm of the child. 

- Listen carefully, use compassionate and sincere communication, avoid any presumptions, use simple and 
clear terminology, 

- Use child centred approach – the least adult role; consider children's experiences, opinions, feelings; respect!
…

- Children want to please you and they respond to your reactions– be careful to not encourage such 
behaviour!

- Select appropriate methods & start with certain methodologies and than continue with others (start with 
participatory observation phase, art based approach before survey or interviews, etc.)



3. METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES
◦ Some methods more appropriate than the others (especially true for migrant children, refugee children, 

unaccompanied minors, children with special needs etc.)

◦ Some methods are more child-centred! 

1) Participatory observation phase: particularly useful: 1) for collecting information, research data & 2) 
establishing the intimacy, familiarity, contact with children

2) Art based approach: especially appropriate method to express in alternative ways- drawing, making 
photos, videos, dancing, using body…. 1) for collecting data & 2) as a starting point for application of other 
methods

3) Survey: language challenges; translate questionnaires in all needed languages! Cultural adaptation of 
items, terminology…

4) Interviewing: language challenges, problem for more introvert, traumatized etc. children; using different 
languages or cultural mediator and/or translator; using less structured and more narrative interviewing 
technique as collection of autobiographical life stories etc. that give children more opportunity to express 
and talk about the topics that are important for them/to capture the „real picture“

5) Research Cocreation: involve children in a form of Children Advisory Boards or/and as co-researchers 
(involved in research design, implementation and interpretations, presentation of results)



4. CRITICAL REFLECTION – what we learned?
◦ It is really hard to be child-centred.

We are living in an adult centred world. We as adults have power to overrule the children, we have authority 
as researchers, teachers, politicians…..the  continuous auto-reflexivity is needed 

◦ Time is crucial

◦ Methods matter

Some methods are more appropriate than others. Art based approach techniques and participatory 
observation methods

◦ Are we truly ethical?

How truly voluntary is the participation of children? Are we trully following all ethical standards?

• Personal Influence/influence of researcher

As researchers/persons we influence the research and results by our personal expectations, feelings, 
attitudes etc. and by interiorized prevailing discourse on vulnerable (migrant) children – trauma  discourse & 
deficit discourse (they have a deficit because do not speak our language, do not know our culture etc.)

◦ Monoculturality is still a norm 

Involvement of cultural mediators, translators & researchers from the same ethnicity



◦ General Reflexivity

Situating ourselves socially and emotionally in relation to respondents is an important element of reflexivity.

How our individual position (being female, middle-age/young local or with migrant background, etc.) 
influences the research process, data collecting process and translating data into theory. 

Also, how researchers’ emotional responses to respondents shape our interpretations of their accounts. 

Selection of methods, data analysis and interpretation are impacted by personal, interpersonal, emotional, 
institutional, and pragmatic influences. 

In the reflection process of fieldwork with vulnerable groups the influence of power differences must be 
considered all the time. 



Questions?



cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

Discussion
Raise your hand or put your question in the chat

Question for speakers
Question for data archive
Share your experience



cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

This webinar was organized by

Slovenian Social Science Data Archives


